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B8-1220/2016 

European Parliament resolution seeking an opinion from the Court of Justice on the 

compatibility with the Treaties of the proposed agreement between Canada and the 

European Union on a Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) 

(2016/2981(RSP)) 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to the proposed agreement between Canada and the European Union on a 

Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA), 

– having regard to the proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion of the 

Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement between Canada of the one part, and 

the European Union and its Member States, of the other part1, 

– having regard to Article 218 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union 

(TFEU), in particular paragraphs 6 and 11 thereof, 

– having regard to Rule 108(6) of its Rules of Procedure, 

A. whereas on 27 April 2009 the Council authorised the Commission to negotiate an 

Economic Integration Agreement with Canada on behalf of the European Union and its 

Member States; 

B. whereas on 12 September 2011, the Council adopted a Recommendation from the 

Commission on the modification of the negotiating directives for an Economic 

Integration Agreement with Canada in order to authorise the Commission to negotiate, 

on behalf of the Union, on investment; 

C. whereas negotiators finished the negotiations on CETA in August 2014, and completed 

the legal review on 29 February 2016; 

D. whereas the text of the agreement submitted to the Council to be concluded, signed and 

provisionally applied contains a chapter on investment (chapter eight), which includes, 

inter alia, a section on investment protection (Section D) and a section on the resolution 

of investment disputes between investors and states (Section F); 

1. Takes the view that there is legal uncertainty as to whether the proposed agreement is 

compatible with the Treaties, in particular Article 19 of the Treaty on European Union 

as well as Articles 49, 54, 56, 267 and 340 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 

European Union; 

2. Decides to seek an opinion from the Court of Justice on the compatibility of the 

proposed agreement with the Treaties; 

3. Instructs its President to take the necessary measures to obtain such an opinion from the 

                                                 
1 COM(2016)0443. 
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Court of Justice and to forward this resolution, for information, to the Council and the 

Commission. 


